
 

CLABSI_one page protocol final last saved 11/06/2015 15:12:00 Page 1/1 

 
PREVENTION OF CENTRAL LINE-ASSOCIATED  BLOODSTREAM INFECTIONS 

IN INTENSIVE CARE UNITS: AN INTERNATIONAL ONLINE  SURVEY  
 

Background 
Central line–associated bloodstream infection (CLABSI) occurring in the intensive care unit are common, 
costly,  potentially lethal, and largely preventable.

1
 Prevention practices have a strong evidence base  but 

ensuring compliance with clinical practice guidelines is a problem.
2
  Monitoring process, such as compliance 

to guidelines, and outcomes - CLABSI rate -
3
 is a necessary component of any intervention aiming at CLABSI 

prevention (“if you cannot measure it, you cannot improve it”).  A better understanding of existing CLABSI 
prevention practices in ICU would  allow to identify priorities for interventions. Our team recently conducted a 
similar survey on prevention of ventilator-associated pneumonia which gathered replies from 61 countries.
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Objectives 
To document  knowledge, attitudes and practices  regarding CLABSI prevention in intensive care units in 
2015 worldwide. 

 

Methods 
Online  survey  aimed at medical doctors and nurses working in ICUs worldwide. 

The questionnaire is short (can be completed in 10 minutes) in order to improve response rate. It is divided 
in 4 parts (1) characteristics of the ICU and the respondent (2) clinical practices  (central line insertion, 
central line maintenance, reduction of exposure)  to be evaluated as per 2014 CDC guidelines,

4
  (3) 

measurement of CLABSI-related outcome and processes and (4) attitudes towards measurement as a tool 
for improvement.  

Dissemination strategy : The survey will be available online from June 2015  to October 2015 in English, 

French, Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, German, Mandarin, Russian, Japanese. Dissemination will be 
done through national and international ICU societies.  The survey has been endorsed by the European 
Society for Intensive Care Medicine – ESICM, the Society of Critical Care Medicine (SCCM), the 
International Symposium on Intensive Care and Emergency Medicine (ISICEM) and the World Federation 
of Societies of Intensive and Critical Care Medicine (WFSICCM) . 

 

Benefits for participants and  stakeholders 
 Access in real time to selected results for those answering the survey 

 After completion of data collection, open (online) access to:  
o Published scientific article presenting main aggregated results  
o Country-specific results  
o The entire original database (will be deposited in a digital repository)  

 

Funding / contact persons 

This survey is done by a team from the healthcare acquired infections unit, Scientific Institute for Public 
Health, Belgium,  in collaboration with the European Program for Intervention Epidemiology Training 
(EPIET), part of the European Center for Disease Control and Prevention (ECDC). 

Contact persons: 

   

C Valencia, MPH, EPIET 

 

tel: +3226425769 cristina.valencia@wiv-isp.be 

  N. Hammami, MD, MPH                  tel: +3226425769               naima.hammami@wiv-isp.be 

ML Lambert, MD, PhD tel: +3226425742 mllambert@wiv-isp.be 
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